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1. Explain to the students that Nebraska now acts as an independent economic 
entity in the world marketplace by buying and selling goods and services 
from all over the world.  Review the reasons why people, states, and nations 
trade in order to obtain the goods and services that they need and want.  
Certain states, regions and nations have a trading advantage.  Nebraska is 
best at growing corn and wheat (land, climate), China at textiles (low labor 
costs), and Japan produces DVD players (technology advantage).  Regions and 
nations will specialize in what they can produce most efficiently given their 
resources.   
 

2. Review the concepts of absolute and comparative advantage.  Students 
should realize that absolute advantage occurs when one nation can produce a 
product more efficiently than another country.  Comparative advantage 
occurs when one country can make two or more products more efficiently 
than another country.  Nebraska has a comparative advantage in producing 
wheat because of its climate and location, while Japan is better suited to 
specialize in the production of DVD players because of lower costs for 
technology. 

 
3. Use whole class instruction or divide the class so that each group reviews 

the articles on the Governor's recent trade missions. Ask students their 
opinion on whether or not they think government officials should be making 
these visits.  Why is it important for the Governor to "market" Nebraska to 
other countries in the world?  Is there anything special about the countries 
that the Governor visits?  Have students answer these questions in their 
groups.    Students could also do research at www.nebraska.gov and/or 
www.governor.nebraska.gov/news/index.html  to see what the most recent 
trade activity is for Nebraska.  

 
4. To summarize, bring all students together to share their opinions on trading 

with Nebraska.  Ask students for their own personal reactions as to what 
role Nebraska should act as a separate economic entity that competes 
against the other 49 states for export dollars.  What role should the 
federal government play in helping states do business overseas?  The 
Governor is visiting countries in which the U.S. is a primary trading partner.   

 
5. Extension:  Students could also interview local government leaders and 

include their opinions on the role of Nebraska in the world markets. 
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The Nebraska delegation visited the Nebraska Center office Friday morning, Tokyo time. Office staffers, 
under the direction of former Itochu Corp. executive and Nebraska Center Director Koji Nagasaka, have 
been preparing for its public debut as a hub for business, educational and agricultural opportunities for 
Nebraskans in Japan. The center will be available as a public work and meeting space to business 
partners and Nebraskans visiting for economic development, agricultural or educational purposes.  
 
One of the office's key sponsoring partners, the University of Nebraska and specifically the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC), hopes to attract additional patients, staff, research and opportunities 
for technology transfers.  
 
Nizar Mamdani, the executive director of the Office of International Healthcare Services for UNMC who 
participated in the trade mission, said, "This trip has been a valuable experience, and this office will offer 
the university a multitude of opportunities."  
 
DED and UNMC have pledged up to $20,000 each to support the Nebraska Center, which represents 
approximately half the funds needed. The remainder will come from other sponsors, including: the 
Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce, the Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce, the Elkhorn Valley 
Economic Development Council and the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce, the Nebraska Department of 
Agriculture, the Nebraska Diplomats, Election Systems and Software of Omaha, First National Bank of 
Omaha, Oxbow Pet Products of Murdoch, Bruckman Rubber of Hastings, Werner Enterprises of Omaha, 
and the Nebraska Corn Board, Kawasaki of Lincoln, the Nebraska Public Power District and the Omaha 
Public Power District.  
 
"This is a tremendous day for the future of Nebraska agriculture and Nebraska's economy," Gov. Dave 
Heineman said from Lincoln. "This office is an important step in our global strategy to market Nebraska to 
the next generation of entrepreneurs." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: http://www.neded.org – Press Releases 
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